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Abstract

Religious reformists believe that human’s right to sovereignty does
not conflict with Islamic teachings; Because from their viewpoint God
has made the man the ruler of its own destiny and on this same basis,
the man is able to exercise this right. At the same time reformists have
added that man's exercise of sovereignty must be done within the
framework of religious norms. Modernists and conservatives have
taken an opposing stance against this approach. Modernists consider
religion’s involvement into the field of sovereignty contrary to the
principle of mankind equality and the conservatives believe human
rights over sovereignty in conflict with the laws of God. The positions
of these two intellectual currents are actually two major ideological
challenges against the reformist approach. Accordingly, the question
of this article concerns the theoretical strength of the reformist vision
against the theoretical challenges aforesaid. With regards to this
question, the intellectual foundations of the reformists has been re-
read through interpretation of texts, and the result has confirmed the
validity of the hypothesis that the religious reformists’ approach not
only has the theoretical power needed to meet the challenges posed,
but also in comparison with competing approaches, benefits from
more theoretical points.
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